DRAFT

Murton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Working Party
Report to the Parish Council, April 9th 2025
1. The City of York Council received the Examiner’s Report into the Murton Neighbourhood Plan on Tuesday 1 April 2025.The Examiner concluded:
Following the independent examination of the Plan, I have concluded that the Murton Neighbourhood Development Plan meets the basic conditions for the preparation of a neighbourhood plan, subject to the recommended modifications. On the basis of the findings of this report, I recommend to the City of York Council that subject to the incorporation of the modifications set out in this report that the Murton Neighbourhood Development Plan should proceed to referendum.

2. We also have had the following information from the Council about the next stages:

In terms of the next stages towards adoption of the neighbourhood plan following the submission of the Final Examiners Report, we will be taking a report (including the Final version of the Examiners report and Draft Decision Statement) to our Local Plan Working Group on 15th April and Executive on 22nd April, asking Members to agree the Examiners report and Draft Decision Statement and asking members to agree to take the Plan to Referendum. The Referendum must be held within 56 days from the first day after the decision (but not including weekends or Bank Holidays) - in this case, it would be by Monday 14th July at the latest. The Referendum is organised by the City Council, similar to an election, within the Murton Parish area. If the outcome of the Referendum is positive (i.e. more than 51% of those entitled to vote, vote 'Yes' to the Neighbourhood Plan), then it is effectively 'made' and should be used as part of the statutory development plan when making planning decisions in the Neighbourhood Plan area. The Council then has a period of 8 weeks to formally 'make' / 'adopt' the Neighbourhood Plan, at its Executive meeting.

3     Thus the principal next stages are to make changes to the Plan and Appendix A to conform with Examinaer’s wishes and have a final proof read of all the 12 parts to the Plan.  Although the CYC will manage the referendum, the Parish Council may wish to alert the Parish to its significance.

4    We suggest that we do not revise our two sites until we have made all the necessary changes to the documents. It should be done before the referendum.


